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-Leaders in religious education are more and more 
being confronted with a constituency that is internat-
ional in its thinking. As citizens of today, and ss-
pecially as leaders among the young life of our nation, 
we have received from the phenomenal advru1ce of civil-
ization, an unprecedented field of privilege. Every 
phase of our civilization is being inpregnated with in-
ternationalism. Not only is this true of our own na-
tion, but such is the condition pertaining to the world 
at large. World progress has made the "hermit nation" 
an impossibility. The world war has crumbled forever 
the walls of exclusive nationalism. Progressive civil-
ization has claimed the whole world for its expansion. 
The term "internationalism" abounds in interpre-
tations; the individual, the group, the state each makes 
its own interpretation • Perhaps a large part of the 
discord in our relationships as nations, comes from 
different interpretations of this term. Another cause 
of discord is the lack of application of this term 
--- -=== 
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"internationalism" to every phase of our civilization; 
:1 it is impossible to apply one interpretation to one 
1 realm of our life, and not to the other realms, and ex-
pect to have harmony. For instance, our political life, 
our intellectual life and our social life are recognized 
as being very vitally associated with the world mind; 
but our religious life is not yet recognized as integral 
to a true internationalism. 
It is perhaps needless even to mention how very 
I' closely religion is allied with every part of our in-
1 
dividual as well as our national life. The fact re-
mains, whether the majority of people choose to recog-
lnize it or not. It is the spiritual attitude, whether 
I 
'' it be prompted by superstition or by love which determ- , 
ines largely the individual's point of view hfs relation~ 
ship with other people and peoples. Is this not true 
1
1 also of the group and of the nation? 
Notwithstanding our high idealism for internation~ 
1 
al relationships the definite application of these ideal~ 
ldoes not always produce the reaction we would hope for. 
This is due in a large degree, to the lack of under- 1: 
I standing of the motives which establish and build up the !I 
i 
I 
standards and practices of the nations and individuals 
1 involved. As Christian leaders we must seek to obtain 
,, 
!· 
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an inte lli gen ~ ~~p~re ci ati on a f the backgrou~ .~ t~e in~ - [ -~ ~ -· 
heritance, the environment of these with whom we are / 
I 
1 dealing, else we will not grip the mind and heart of the' ,, 
' young life, put in our care. 
The world at large is no longer a disinterested 
observer of the religious leaders as they deal with 
I 
international relationships. We are in a day when the ' 
shifting of responsibility by religi ous education to 
other phases of our life, is not in accordance with the 1 
I 
great place the world has given us. 11 
It would be interesting to make a study of this 
1
1 
spread of internationalism and all that it involves in I 
our political, social and intellectual life. Statesmen j' 
and scholars are making a study of international relat- !· 
ions in their psychological aspects. Courses on in-
ternational affairs are being offered in our higher 
schools of education, and the boys and girls in our 
public schools are being made acquainted with the boys 
and girls in other parts of the world. 1Nhen the 
'I youths of today have come to the age at vvhich they will 11 
assume the responsibility of citizenship, they will be 
much more effective in solving the problems, which in-
; 
ternationalism presents, simply because they are better : 
I 
However, our interest in this discussion 1 
--1 informed. 
• 
• 
nationlism, as pertaining to our mission work among the 
women of Japan. Perhaps in no Mission :H'ield does our 
work as Christian leaders become so involved with the 
world mind, as in Japan. 
The rising generation in Japan has its face 
turned toward other nations; where shall they be led? 
This question can be answered in a program of religi ous ,: 
education. Such a program will contribute to the 
wholeness of life, and to the moral and spiritual ele-
ments in character building, the need for which .must be :, 
I 
faced in the formative period, which we find in the II 
spire these fundamentals of 8:::1:::::::::.::8::: in- ~~ 
require leadership of a very high degree. It is this 
Japanese youth of today. 
training, for leadership in world Christian citizenship, 
which falls to the mission school. It is in this :field1 
o:f religious education, in this training of Japanese 
leadership, that our effects in this discussion will be 
directed. 
The sincere missionary working with Japanese 
,\ 
I 
II ,, 
girls :feels that one of her chief activities is to 
il 
the inheritance, the environment and the psychol- ,; study 
q 
ogical make-up of the girls with whom she is privileged 
• 
• 
to work. The first attitude to assume in coming to 
work in a foreign land is that although our inheritances 
are different, at heart we are a great world family. 
· There is no direct and quick method to attain a thorough 
knowledge of Japanese youth; it is a life long study. 
Our short experience is merely a beginning, but with 
open mindedness and love in our hearts. the future holds 
only promise in our work with the Japanese women and 
girls. 
"In Christ there is no East or West, 
In him no North or South, 
But one great Fellowship of Love, 
Throughout the whole wide world." 
Oxenham 
6 
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If we were to take a cross section of the social 
structure of Japanese life of the present day and a sim- '' 
ilar cross section made sixty years ago, and were to 
make a comparison between the two, we would be likely to 
come to the conclusion, were we not informed differently, 
that we were working with sections from two entirely 
different countries. The changes have been great; the 
, vast change may be credited, in part, to one great change 
in policy. Sixty years ago foreigners, who appeared 
upon the shores of the Hermit Nation, were hated, sus-
picioned, and sometimes imprisoned. Her people were 
not allowed to go to other lands; the Japanese Empire 
was the world for the Japanese. But now the .American 
citi~en in Japan is respected, he is protected, and given 
privileges. Now Japanese are limited in their travel 1 
only by the restricting laws of other countries. As a 
result of this change of policy, Western civilization 
lhas made Japan a different country. ~he country is one 
t· I 
1 of the l!'i ve World Powers. New life currents have swept 1 
in with amazing- strength-<and rapidity. ___ The Orient is -
\ 8) 
• 
reputed to move slowly, but the twentieth century pace 
manifests itself almost to an alarming rate and in the 
most unexpected ways. We might well call the Japan of 
today a nLand of ~urprising Changes.n 
..... _ ---
The change is more or less external as far as the 
real life of the people is concerned. Men, in the 
business world take over the Western habits, customs and 
methods, and yet when business hours are over, when they 
really live their own lives, they go to their Genkwan 
(front door) and enter into their typical Japanese life, 
changed very little from that of the native people's 
life before Commodore Perry knocked at the nation's 
doors. When we study the position of woman in Japan, 
we see that the change of policy has made very little 
difference in her life. However it is the changing 
conditions which present the life complexes, which we 
must analyze. 
Before we go into a detailed observation of these 
changes and of the problems they raise, let us make a 
brief survey of the forces that have been at work among 
the women of Japan, to bring to them life, and Life more 
Abundantly. The world is continually drawing parallels 
between the women of the Orient and the women of the 
Occident, because modern science has conquered time and , 
space_ to _such _a_~egre..e _tha. ___}V~ --~_no_t= lt-elp but P~Q9~ ~ 
9 
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acquainted with our neighboring nations. 
part of our life. 
10 
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They are a 
As I go from place to place speaking to mission-
ary groups and as I tell about the lives of our school 
girlst I am asked '~o you mean to say, 'the Japanese 
girls still use chopsticks, they still sleep on the 
floor, they still wear wooden shoes, they have not yet 
adopted American clothes, they still use the "go-betweens" 
in the arrangement of marriages'? 11 I usually answer, 
"Yes, why shouldn't they still do so? Are knives and 
forks as practical in eating Japanese food as chopsticks? 
To put an American bed in a Japanese house would be tak-
ing up all the room there is in the home. Surely they 
still use the go-betweens, because they are not ready 
for our American way of selecting husbands and wives. 
Our policy is not to Americanize the Japanese girls, but 
to Christianize them, which may be a totally different 
thing. At this point comes the real testing of the 
American forces at work among the women in Japan. I 
think we are safe in saying, that the prevailing senti-
ment among the masses of our constituency in America 
is that, with the giving of a Western religion, we also 
will give Western customs and habits. As Western women, 
with all the privileges we enjoy, it is natural that we 
should desire the ·same for the Oriental women. But to 
=== -- --=-
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my mind there can be no sadder mistake made than to try 
to Americanize or Westernize the people of the Orient • 
I ~irmly believe, however that the real emphasis in the 
minds of our missionary societies, is upon the giving of 
our Christian religion. That it is our united purpose 
to Christianize the life of the Orient, its institutions, 
its ideals, and its activities. Such a challenge 
strikes fire in the breast of every t1~e American Christ-
i an citizen. 
We find practically the same women's agencies at 
work in Japan as in America, whose purpose is the Christ-
ianization of the li~e of the Orient, --the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, the Young Woman's Christian 
Association, and the various church Missionary Societies. 
These dif~erent organizations carry on their activities 
under the ~our general divisions -Educational, Industrial, 
Evangelistic and Social. These divisions are made 
simply ~or convenience o~ discussion; in practical work 
we can not draw distinctions between them; any one in-
cludes all the rest and all are working with and under 
the one slogan "to make Japan sa~e ~· its womanhood." 
To every American "White Ribboner," the name of the 
mother 6~ the Japanese Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
is familiar - Madam Kaji Yajima, - now a blessed lady 
-- -· ---=- - .::-_..:==,..._ ---- -;:--- - - -
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of ninety years. She has lived a life with and for her 
people which can not be measured. She can now look up-
on an organization of five thousand members with ninety-
six local uni onil. 
There are three objectives of this movement. The 
first one is World Prohibition. Leaders are using the 
same methods employed by the American organization. 
They are making efforts to put scientific temperance in-
struction into text books which are used in the public 
schools. They have made effective charts which are 
available for local unions, mission schools, churches, 
and wherever they can be used. 
The second great objective is World Purity. I 
often marvel that these wom~n do·.'not get discouraged 
when they undertake this campaign for purity. Just 
imagine a country with no legal protection for the virtue 
of its young women! And imagine striving for such an 
object with no such protection as a basis! These women 
are not discouraged, - instead they are working first for 
the protection of legislation. Definite campaigns are 
organized for the purpose of informing the general public 
along this line, and developing public opinion against 
Vice. They are also doing rescue work in several of the 
large cities in a way which is a great credit to the 
organi_zati_o_n. 
12 
• 
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The third great objective is World Peace. Per-
haps the women of this nation desire world peace as 
much if not more than the women of any other nation in 
the world. They recognize the fact that militarism 
will never uplift its womanhood. In September 1921, 
Mrs. 'Yajima and Miss Moriya sailed for the Washington 
Disarmament Conference, carrying with them a petition 
signed by ten thousand Japanese women asking for dis-
armament as a means by which world peace may be attained. 
Mrs. Yajima is quite a forceful speaker and was received 
enthusiastically by many audiences during her stay in 
the United States. The Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union of Japan celebrated Armistice Day by selling 
towels upon which were printed the three great object-
ives of the Japanese Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
written in Madam Yajima's ovm handwriting. Over forty 
thousand towels were sold and about three thousand 
dollars added to the reserve fund of the National Or-
ganization. 
No one can attempt to measure the work of this 
organization. It has a very marked part in the passage 
13 
of legislation, about a year ago, in which it was for-
bidden by law to sell liquor to minors in Japan. The 
educational program is constructed in such a way as to 
bri-ng -ab.out mos:L_quickl-¥- the_ ob jec.-t=:in _,rt_ew-,- ~that_-il! -±h.e~ 
• 
elimination of the liquor traffic in Japan. With the 
government in the hands of a few, as it is, public 
opinion and sentiment on such a subject is not a pre-
requisite to the successful accomplishment of the pur-
pose. If the government can be made to feel that liq-
uor has a disastrous effect on the life and vitality of 
its people, it will, by imperial edict, do away with the 
traffic. To create such an attitude in the minds of 
the personnel of the government is a large part of the 
program of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union. 
The Japanese Young Woman's Christian Association, 
too, has developed departments and methods much the same 
as are used by that organization in the United States. 
It undertakes no definite educational work, such as 
establishing schools, but it does hold English classes, 
and domestic science classes. It also does club work 
of all kinds, which is, in fact, educational in the end. 
It does a great work among students of the government 
and mission schools. For girls who have never had the 
opportur.dty of freely mixing with other groups of girls, 
the summer conference work offers an unusual opportunity 
to receive a new vission of life. Through the Young 
Woman's Christian Association in our ovm mission schools 
. we are able to get the girls in touch with other girls, 
14 
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who are doing bhe same things which they are, in other 
parts of the Empire; and to inspire them to reach out 
into the Government Schools and share with them the 
privileges which are not theirs, being non-Christian 
schools. 
Of supreme importance is the industrial work being 
started by the Young Woman's Christian Association. Last 
year the first Industrial secretary went to Japan from 
America. The opportunity in this line iB unlimited, 
and to my mind it is a field in which this organization 
has its greatest and its most significant opportunity of 
service in Japan. 
Another line of work which the Young Woman's 
Christian Association has opened up, is the Emigration 
work in Kobe and Yokohama, with plans for extending this 
work to all ports. At these two centers it prepares 
the gtrls for life in the new country to which they are 
going, and it makes plans for someone to meet each girl 
at her destination. It is very interesting to teach 
these girls how to wear foreign clothes, besides buying , 
outfits for them; and to taach them the customs and 
etiquette of the foreign countries to which they are 
going. One can readily see how much assistance and 
happiness this bit of help carries t o the timid Japanese 
-=-- ~-=gi_rl. __ == 
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The Japanese Young Woman's Christian Assaciation 
in its report of 1922 reports twenty-four American 
Secretaries and fifty-seven Japanese Secretaries; sta-
tistics which speak in a very commendatory way of the 
work that the Association is doing in Japan. This 
organization like other groups of Christian workers, 
realizes that Japan will never be Christianized by for-
eigners. It is through consecrated native leadership 
that we can hope for a Christian Japan. Here, again, 
appears our racial limitations. Our capacity is that 
of counselors and leaders with them, not over them. And 
after all, there is no such thing as a monopoly of 
Christianity in the hands of foreigners, there must be 
rather a Christian cooperation. ~he Young Woman's 
Christian Association is a fine example of a group which 
puts into effect such a cooperation. 
All the great Protestant churches of America 
have their representatives in Japan, but the lines are 
not drawn so distinctly along denominational lines 
there as they are among the separate mission boards in 
America. Our great objective is the same and we lost 
sight of the little differences that make us Presbyter-
ian, Baptist and Methodist. For this reason, perhaps, 
our work has come to be similar throughout Japan. Each 
Missi_on at- worJc in th_ onntry lays - great-emphasi-s~on - hec=-
• 
• 
work for women and children, because it happens very 
frequently that the advance made in the church is brought 
about by the wife, or the child. As my experience is 
largely confined to the work of the Methodist Mission, 
the remarks and facts relate to its work; nevertheless 
'I 
it may be assumed that the work of this Mission Board is 
typical of that of other Boards and thereby we may draw , 
general conclusions as to the ch~rch mission board work 
among the women and children of Japan. 
The work for women is done partly through the 
church Jujinkwai, or women's meetings. These are more 
in the nature of devotional meetings than are the meet-
ings of the similar organizations in the United States. 
The women of the church have not yet received the res- 1 
I ponsibili ty from the church in a business way as have our
11 Ladies Societies. 'fhen, there is a new movement organ- I, 
ized -the Jujin Dendo Kwai; or Women's Missionary Society, 
which is proving a great success, affording 
goal to work for and an outlet for service. 
the women a l 
'.rhe Woman' s1 
I 
Missionary Society of the Japan Methodist Church has 11 
already helped very materially; it has established a 
mission pastor and his family in Manchuria, to work among ' 
I' 
the Japanese people settled there. It has sent a Bible !I 
women to work in the mission chapel there, and are 
1'7 
• 
supporting her in her work. The Girl's and Young 
Ladies' Societies of the various Methodist Churches 
are supporting kindergarteners and Bible Women in Korea 
and the Loo Choo Islands. This kind of work makes a 
great appeal to the women. The native church is be-
ginning to feel the effects of giving the women definite 
re sponsi bi li ty. It is developing in a very natural 
way. 
Besides the work with the women of the local church, 
one of our great avenues of progress is the Kindergarten 
work. The Japanese people will do anything for their 
children. Our kindergarten training schools are flour-
ishing, because kindergar-tens are vefy popular, and the 
supply of teachers is not adequate. 
This work is very closely connected with the work 
of the evangelistic missionary. As she goes about on 
evangelistic trips through villages, where perhaps there 
is not a church of any kind, she will discuss with the 
people there, the prospects of opening a kindergarten. 
Usually she gets a response almost immediately and is 
beseiged with requests to send trained teachers. This 
is a point of contact with the community nnd the home 
which makes glad the missionary's heart, if she has 
funds to start the kindergarten. Almost always these 
~===~=== ======-- --===== ==-== - 1!--
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villagers are too poor to finance it by themselves. It 
is remarkable what good does grow out of these kinder-
gartens. At first the progress is in direct proportion 
to the amount of prejudice in the community, but prejud-
ice can not survive long after a Christian Kindergarten 
has been established. 
One instance, from one of our own Christian Kin-
dergartens, will tell most effectively of the demon-
stration of the truth "A little child shall lead them," 
as is proved so often by these kindergartens. The 
children are taught as part of their kindergarten. li:fe, 
1 
to fold their hands, bow their head and say a little 
prayer before they eat their noon lunch of rice and 
pickles. A new child from a home where the father was 
a drunkard, learned this prayer. It impressed her so 
much that she thought she must pray thus at home, also. 
,, 
So before her meal at home, she folded her hands, bowed ' 
i 
her head, and said her little prayer. Her father paid . 
no attention for awhile, but later he began to act very 
much opposed to the procedure and reqnested her to stop 
it. She said she could not because God had given her 
the food and she must say "thank you." He became 
enraged and said he would go to that kindergarten and 
see why they ·,vere teaching such foolishness to his child. 
I 
-·=i. 
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He went, but was met by a sweet faced Christian Japan-
ese teacher who in a very tactful and forceful way, 
made use of this opportunity to explain to the father, 
just what they were doing• He went away somewhat less 
excited. A mother's meeting was held monthly at the 
Kindergarten. He allowed his wife to attend a mother's 
meeting. The little tot kept on with her Christian 
cerem9ny before each meal, and, to make a long story 
short, the father began to inquire, ·and he, with the 
whole family, became followers of the Master, and are 
active in the church. Surely, this was worth all that 
had been expended for the Kindergarten. Homes are 
entered ana families led to Christ through this channel, 
where otherwise they never could be reached. 
The Orphanage is another phase of our Woman's 
Work. Our orphanages are large or small according to 
the economic conditions prevalent at the period of in-
vestigation. In Japanese life, the family relation-
ship is very strong; hence if conditions make it possible, 
each family may be dpended upon, generally speaking, to 
care for its own relatives. So too, orphan children 
are oared for by members of the family outside of the 
direct relationship if possible. During the period of 
the beginning of the war the orphanages were full, later, 
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as work and wage conditions improved many of the child-
ren were taken by their relatives. A detriment to the 
work is found in the prejudice which atill remains among 
the people in the interior of the country against for-
eigners. One orphanage with which we are familiar is 
situated in a fishing village and has been established 
for years. Many of those villagers still think we 
foreigners either "sell children or cut their livers 
out." Out of these orphanages have come some very 
beautiful Christian characters and strong Christian 
leaders. 
The Street Sunday School is as old as missionary 
work; it may be called the fore-runner of the mission 
church. The streets of Japan are the playgrounds for 
its children, and they seemingly are free to wander where 
they please. If we can start a new Sunday School either 
in a village or in the city, we go to _ one of these 
crowded streets, and rent a littl~ room. It is our 
plan to meet ~ere once a week and conduct a Sunday 
School. There is no difficulty in seeing enough 
children, but to get them into our Sunday School room 
is not always so easy at first. The children are very 
shy and until they see what it is all about they stand 
off a little way. Perhaps it is a Bible woman, perhaps 
• 
• 
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it is one of the mission school girls, who is helping 
us. We step out of our shoes and into the house, 
seating ourselves on the floor, after hanging up on the 
wall a song printed in large Japanese characters. We 
begin to sing and we notice a few children are venturing 
in. But when the story is begun, timidity seems to 
vanish and wooden shoes are left outside and we find 
ourselves surrounded by eager, bright-eyed children. 
Through the story a new world is opened to these little 
street children. The story is all too short, but if 
you could see the light in their faces as they see it in 
a beautiful picture your heart would be warmed. A 
prayer is said and the first meeting is over. 
The next week the room may be crowded long before 
the teacher arrives; and it is often the case that when 
the teacher starts from her home for the Sunday School, 
she will be met at the gate by ten or twelve of those 
little children eager to start for little Sunday School 
room. But there may be a very gloomy picture awaiting .
1 
the arrival of the teacher. Perhaps there may be only 
two or three children there. It is not hard to find 
out the reason; the Buddhist priest has heard of the new 
.. 
Sunday School and has served notice to all the mothers 
to keep their children away from that dreadful foreign 
===========~=======~-~ -=-----=---=----
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religion. Or the priest may have started a Buddhist 
Sunday School, at the same hour in the nearby temple and 
compelled the children to come. But against all ob-
stacles, our faithful workers keep on, and out of these 
street Sunday Schools have grown churches, have come 
faithful church members, have come into our Christian 
schools those whose lives have been transformed into 
"vessels of living fire." 
The activities of our Methodist Episcopal Mission 
spoken of so far have been those of the evangelistic 
worker. We use the tenns evangelistic and educational 
simply to denote the two lines of activity, although in 
reality there is no difference in our purpose. The 
methods we use are different and we have different 
groups vrlth which to deal. To try to separate the 
evangelistic work and the educational work means die-
aster; one is depended upon the other. Now we will 
make a brief study of the mission schools. 
The Woman's Foreign Missionary Sooiety of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church maintains five girl's schools, 
I besides a Bible Training School and a large interest in 
the Woman's Union Christian College in ~okyo. These 
five schools have the rank of middle schools, one having ., 
also a Junior College. They are situated at strategic i 
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points in Japan, and have had a very great influence, 
during the last forty years, in breaking down pre~udice 
and building up sentiment in favor of the education of 
girls. 
The lassion Schools for girls in Japan are of 
Secondary Grade, College and Vocational. The Secondary 
School has a five year course, taking girls from the 
six year primary schools, maintained by the Government. 
Our curriculum is based on standards made by the Govern-
ment, and fits a girl to enter a higher school. ~his 
does not imply that many do go on to school. 'fhis 
question will be discussed more at length in the next 
chapter. 
The Colleges have been a very marked influence 
in encouraging and inspiring public opinion in favor of 
higher education for girls. Our entire Christian 
working corps is with few exceptions made up of Mission 
College graduates. 
The Bible Training Schools are gradually lifting 
their standards and appealing to a strong class of con-
secrated girls. The Kindergarten Normal is a very 
popular school; kindergarten methods are so new to the 
Japanese and they love to work with the little children. 
It is impossible to measure the work of the mission 
_s_choolELcin Japan-.- -~hr_ough_.,...pel.'s...istent_,- o_onse.crat.e_d .,_ 
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etfort ideals have been formed, prejudice broken down, 
Christian leaders furnished for direct 0hristian work, 
• and perhaps what is one of the most important factors 
they have sent Christian girls into their own homes. 
The influence of the Uhristian home in Japan is one of 
the most powerful evangelizing agencies we have. 
• 
We are attempting to engage in social and in-
dustrial work. ~here are opportunities of every phase 
of social service work, but funds and a scarcity of 
trained workers limit our activities. Hostels for 
working girls and for teachers is a possible activity 
that makes a strong appeal. some mission boards have 
been able to establish social community centers, from 
which direct work is done with the factories and business 
people. ~his question will be taken up more in detail 
in the next chapter. 
These activities so briefly discusses, have 
taken place in the last sixty years, or since the mission 
work began. The se have not included any but that work 
pertaining to the women and children. The past sixty 
years has seen things accomplished, but as we take a 
deeper look we find that sixty year's work has barely 
·made a mark on the inner life of the mass of the women 
of Japan. We know that we have only begun to sound the 
_ -=--=~ de..pths _of=the- hol<L, - the- i-ron= grip- that-~the-old civilizat-ion 
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and the Non-christian religions have on its womanhood. 
Not what has been done, but what the future calls 
us to do, is the great challenge that demands our best, 
our all. Out of these sixty years of labor, has come 
a small band of Christian leaders that has blazed the 
trail for those who will follow • 
= 
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CHAPTER II 
PRESENT SITUATIONS CHALLENGING THE MISSIONARY 
• 
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The quickest approach to efficiency in any line 
of work, is an intimate knowledge of total situations, 
especially is this true in working with human life. 
Psychological theories and . the most apparently reasonable 
speculations function only as they are tested by practice. 
The missionary well equipped with theories and methods, 
f inds himself helpless in the face of his new task. He 
finds himself confronted with a new race psychology, a 
civilization centuries older than his own, a country 
and its people in the hold of customs thousands of years 
old, and not the least the spiritual life, with which he 
expects to work, havin·g been cradled and promoted through 
fear and superstition. We read of conditions in a country, 
but we can only register the reality of these facts as 
we live with them. 
This intimate knowledge does not come quickly. 
"Confidence is a plant of slow growth in an aged breast,"l 
is a quotation that may be applied to the Orient. The 
·· .Orient is an aged breast and does not readily take on 
=-==- -. --== ----
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what it has not tested. 
We went to Japan thinking this matter of making an 
intimate survey of the land and its people, was of minor 
difficulty, but after five years residence among the 
Japanese, my thinking is very different as to the ease 
with which a stranger can work herself into the hearts 
of another people. It is the prevailing opinion of the 
workers in Japan, as it is in all mission fields, that 
as we get a closer view, we realize the magnitude of the 
task. We see that as a rule we are making only surface 
markings, as compared to the work to be done. But this 
is not a discouraging or disheartening task, either to 
the mis sion boards at home or to the missionary on the 
field. Rather it is an impetus; it is a challenge; it 
forces us to realize our own lack of power; that only as 
we depend on a Higher Power are we able to gather even 
a few -sheaves of the Harvest. 
It is very stimulating to find "so many women in 
our missionary societies who are thinking and planning 
in terms of the world mind. It is impossible for our 
constituency to keep fully informed of the problems we 
face on the field, because of the very nature of the 
case. Momentous changes and movements spring up almost 
in a day. It must be realized that the missionary en-
- ·- --=-=-~-=---- --
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terprise is goil_l-g:··forward, never backward. We have thus 
surmounted the foot hills and as we go higher up the 
mountain of mission work with God the brighter ~ows the 
vision of the promised land. 
The situations facing us as Christian workers in 
Japan, cannot but humble us; yet it inculcates a bold-
ness in meekness. We have heard it said and we believe 
it to be true, that our task in Japan is an intellectual 
one. Significant of this is the fact that the increase 
in our Protestant Church membership, comes from the 
intellectual middle class of people and that the Catholic 
draws from the nobility and mostly from the lower classes. 
It is the great middle class of society which holds the 
reins of power for . future Japan; and these reins of power 
will be Christian if we remain true to our great purpose 
of Christianizing the Orient, _its institutions, its 
ideals and its activities. 
This introduces the subject of education in Japan. 
Japan has not gone through the long stages of experiment 
and development as the West has done. She has adopted 
a system, modeled largely after the United States and 
Germany. 
ashamed. 
It is a system of which she need not be 
We wish to bri efly outline this school system 
being maintained by the Government, and if possible 
-===-
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bring out the need and significance of mission schools. 
The Government has established a department of 
education, which closely supervises the entire school 
system. The following is the general plan which is in 
operation. A primary education is provided for child-
ren from six to twelve years of age. These primary 
schools are coeducational. Following the primary school 
of six years, is the middle school covering five years 
' for boys, and four years for girls. The next higher 
are the High School and University which are exclusively 
for boys. 
This may seem like a profound and efficient sy-
stem of education ~dth nothing to be desired; but two 
factors hang as millstones around its neck. One .factor 
is the lack of provision for the education of girls 
above primary schools. The few middle schools and 
several normal training schools are as nothing compared 
to the demand. There are no government colleges or 
universities for girls. The other factor is the hope-
less inadequacy of the schools, even for men. To a 
I, visitor from America it is a staggering sight to see 
three and four times as many applications to a school 
as can be accepted, because of lack of room. 
'I We wish to refer more in detail to the first fact 
mentioned- -trre- l"acr-of- attention--·t -o-= the "'educ-ati-ona-l -- -
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needs of the girls of Japan. In the first rescript on 
education issued in Japan in 1873, one of the points 
1 emphasized as of paramount importance was the education 
of girls. It was to be of the same grade as that for 
I boys. Although thirty-nine years have passed since the 
rescript was issued, this prophecy has not been fulfilled. 
Some people may infer that this is because there is a 
lack of demand, that there is not the need of an extended 
education for women as there is for men. May we give 
the figures of two of our Methodist Girls' Schools, to 
' ~how the real condi tiona. In April, 1921 over two 
hundred girls applied for admission and took the ent rance 
examinations at our school in Nagasaki. Only ninety 
could be admitted. In our school in Tokyo, five hun-
dred and nineteen applied and we could take only one 
hundred and seventy-seven. The numbers of applications · 
to the government schools are greater than those of the 
mission schools, as they have a higher standing. In 
the Government Girls Middle Scho ol in Nagasaki, Japan; 
where we have been living, nine hundred girls took the 
1 entrance examination in 1921. Of this number they had 
I 
room only for two hundred and twenty-five • 
These figures surely tell that there is an urge, 
a desire and a demand, which brings the girls to the 
32 
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schools. The sentiment in regard to education ~or wo-
men is changing very rapidly. A ~ew years ago, a pri-
mary education ~or a girl, was quite sufficient. Today 
a great many are saying "let the girls have a Middle 
School education" now and then we hear a few saying, 
nsend them to institutions o~ higher learning." The 
last class is not numerous, but to have any say it 
augurs well for the future of woman 1 s higher education. 
What are some of the other signs of the times 
that point to the need o~ a higher educati on for women? 
The educated men are wanting educated wives, who will be 
companions, who wi 11 be able to enter into social life. 
This bears a relation to the respect a man has for his 
wife, it means he will not s eek the companionship of the · 
well read, geisha girl (dancing girl.} We will re~er 
to this point a little later in the discussion. Another 
sign is that the sphere of activity is broadening; 
women are becoming very influential as teachers; they are 
going into business; a noticeable number have gone into 
journalism and are exerting a strong influence. In other 
words they are entering into competiti on with men, meeting 
them in their own spheres of activity. Economic con-
1ditions are enticing and forcing women of all classes to 
leave the world of the home, in spite of the traditional · 
ii -
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conservatism that would keep them behind the paper 
sliding doors. We must meet these conditions by sending 
out as many Christian women as possible, with trained 
minds and strong bodies. 
OUr different mission boards maintain the Kinder-
garten, Middle Schools and Departments of Higher Education , 
in an effort to meet what we feel is a vital need for 
Japanese girls, an absolute necessity to uplift the 
whole standard of womanhood. The Middle Schools for 
girls may be compared with the Junior Hi gh and the first 
two years of Senior High of our schools here in the 
United States. The schools of Higher education off er 
courses, in Liberal Arts, especially emphasizing English, 
Kindergarten training, Bible woman's training, Music 
and Domestic Science. Where it is possible, business 
courses are being offered, whlLch -prove very popular in 
these days of business opportunity. 
The great difference between the government school 
and the missior_;, ·. school is in the spirit or atmosphere 
of the school. The prime purpose of the government 
schools is to train the mind, while that of the mission 
school is to train the mind and develop strong character~ 
~he student-li f e of J apan is bowing before the Intellect~ 
ual, as its idol. The finer, more balanced training 
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does not yet manifest itself to these young men and 
women so hungry for knowledge. This difference in at-
mosphere is due largely to the personnel of the teaching 
force. 
In feudal Japan as in all feudal countries the 
teaching profession was looked upon as one of very high 
rank. This holds true in Japan today, the students 
think of their teachers as on a pedestal above them and 
unapproachable. With this attitude in the minds of both 
student and teacher the human or personal element is 
almost entirely lacking in the non-christian schools. 
In our mission schools the human element is emphasized 
above the formal and mechanical. Our teachers come to , 
feel a very keen interest in the development of character 
of the students, as well as the mental training. 
The building of the curriculum is another mark of 
difference between the two kinds of schools. We have 
Bible courses, Christian ethics, as well as extra-
curriculum activities which tend to fuse the idea of 
religious education into the minds of the student-life. 
The national mind permeates the curriculum of the gov-
• ernment, and the international mind that of the mission 
school. It is very ewident that different atmospheres 
wcruld naturally follow. 
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It is a very great privilege which the mission 
school has, in training teachers to go out into the 
other schools. How very needy is the primary school, 
where the moral conditions are far from ideal. Graduates 
from our middle schools may go into the primary schools 
as teachers. The graduates of our Colleges may go into 
the government middle schools as teachers. The seed of 
Christianity has been sown by these graduates even though 
they have been hindered by the atmosphere in the _govern-
ment schools. 
A remark made to us by the Chief Inspector of the ; 
Department of Education· of the Government seems to sum 
up in a ~ery clear way the compelling argument for leaders 
trained in mission schools. He said in substance this -
"in my going from school to school all over this empire, 
I have been studying the teachers. I find that there is 
a decided difference between the teachers who have been 
trained in Mission Schools and those who have trained 
in our Government Schools. The Mission School graduates 
have a strength of character, a di~1ity of personality, 
and exert a greater influence for good over school girls 
than do the Gover11ment school graduates." He was not 
a Christian; he was not known to be partial to Christian-
ity; a man who had been trained in Columbia and who was 
• 
• 
able to discern what were really the fundamentals in 
euucational work • 
The Government hinders us in no way. Our Mission 
Schools all work for government recognition, which puts 
them more on a par with the goveTnment schools, and gives 
our graduates a public recognition. This means meeting 
certain requirements as to the amount of property, 
equipment, courses of s tudy and qualification of teachers. 
Truly it is almost impossible to keep pace -with the Gov-
ernment Schools because when they need equipment they 
get it, and they do not have the difficulty that the 
Christian schools do in securing highly trained teachers. 
It is to the credit of those missionaries who have been 
pioneers in this work that they had kept their ideals 
high and by so doing have indirectly drawn up the ideals 
of the Government Schools. We feel this is very true 
now, as we are taking the lead in higher education for 
women, we must hold our standards and ideals high so that 
I 
when the government does establish colleges and univer-
1 
'si ties, they will be of a high quality. As educational-
ists we can make this contribution to the Japanese schools 
even though we can not compete in other ways • 
I 
Dr. Inazo Nitobe said in a public address, nthe 
I 
girls in Japan would have fared badly without the example 
ai1d inspiration of- the -:mrss-ions-, w-and again "Christi-anity's 
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greatest gift to Japan is the education of women." The 
gover1ment recognizes the power of these mission schools 
in implanting new ideals in its womanhood, and has con-
ferred decorations upon a number of the heads of these 
schools. 
The most signal achievement in woman's education was 
the establishment of the Woman's Christian College in 
Tokyo in 1918. This is a Union College, six American 
Boards cooperating in it. "The Government Schools may 
develop e f ficiency but the world has had sufficient 
evidence of the terribleness of such e f ficiency, when it 
I is not founded on Christian principles which can make 
that efficiency noble and useful. nl We are answering 
this challenge of the line of hungry hearted Japanese 
girls and are more than amply repaid by happy faces, 
inquiring minds and hearts inspired to service. But we 
can not help being distressed at the great difference 
betweeen the needs and our accomplishment. ~t is not 
I what a missionary does, but what they can not do, that 
makes the heart heavy. 
I In no nation's history has there been such a 
1
1 phenomenal revolution in industry as there has been in 
I' Japan. "In 1883 there were only one hundred and twenty- 1 
l ~ive factories; figures for 1919 number the factories 
- -~ - - -=-- --~ --~--=-== 
11 :Missionary Review of the World, "The Soul of Japan." 
Page 421. 
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as twenty-five thousand in number with two million 
employees. Japan is rapidly changing from an agricult-
ural nation to an industrial one."1 Thi s gro1.rth has 
not been entirely a war reaction, the expansion had be-
gun before the war, but during the war "factories grew 
like mushrooms" or like the native bamboo sprouts. And 
it is a self-evident fact that this growth has come to 
the large cities; it is said that one out of every ten 
people in Tokyo works in a factory. 
Commodore Perry knocked at Japan's door for, ad-
mittance, the doors were opened and since then into 
those doors over the quiet, peaceful highways, has 
rushed the Western World. Western life has poured 
in at such a pace that it has been an absolute imposs-
ibility for the people to assimilate it as fast as it 
has come. As a . consequence we find in Japan at this 
moment the same problems we have had and do have here in 
America; the same problems of capital and labor, of the 
High Cost of Living; of child labor, of long hours, low 
wages, and bad housing conditions. Notwithstanding the ; 
background we have here for handling these industrial 
• problems, we still find ourselves unable, at times to 
I 
cope with them. How much more difficult is Japan's 
position, in that she has had no experience. ~he small 
1 The Kingdom and the Nations. Eric North. P 28 f n 
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industries present a greater problem to Japan than to 
the United States • 
:!!'rom ancient times there have flourished small 
potteries and silk enterprises. We have visited some 
of the potteries, where some of Japan's choice percelain 
is made and we were amazed at the crudeness of the pro-
cess. We could imagine that it had existed just that 
way for hundreds of years. The number of these small 
enterprises has increased gr eatly. We have no means of 
· ascertaining how many there are of these frittle indust-
ries because if they employ less than ten people the 
government takes no account of them. With .no state 
control we see t hat the employer's will is law. The 
living conditions, both physically and morally are 
dreadful. :Besides these small enterprises or family 
factories as they are sometimes called, we have factor-
ies of all sizes and conditions. It is very evident 
that the government is blinded to the value of human 
life by its indulgence in this industrial expansion; 
1with no parallel attempt to provide for its natural 
results • 
The great growth of industry began before the 
war, but during and since the war, it has taken a great 
boom. out of the war growth sprang a new kind of in-
dustrial lord, the "narikin." In the united States we 
• 
call them "the get-rich-quick." Osaka and Kobe are the 
centers for the narlkins. "In 1914 there were only fif-
teen business firms which netted an annual income of two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and their combined 
net income was six million dollars. In this same dis-
trict in 1917 there were forty-five firms, which received 
over two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, and whose 
combined net income was over one hundred and fifteen 
1 
million dollars." 
Has this great increase brought blessing or suffer-
ing to the people of Japan? It has brought great hard-
· ship. .!!'rom 1914 to 1918 living went up one hundred 
and ten per cent. in the great industrial centers, such 
as ~okyo, Kobe and Osaka. On the island of Kyushu where 
we lived, the increase .in the cost of living went up one 
hundred and fifty per cent. and wages only went up fifty 
per cent. People c'ould not live, and in 1918 occurred 
the rice riots, the first movement of its kind in Japan. 
Cruel profiteers were holding the rice and asking exorb-
i tant prices. It was a situation such as this, which 
the government was unable to handle because of the new-
" 
• ness of it all. All they could do was to sell imported 
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I rice at a lower price. In 1919 and since, there has been 
. a succession of strikes in the factories, the organiz-
1 Japan ·roday. Euth Emerson, p. 27. 
• 
unrest. ~he prices of living have not appreciably gone 
down: therefore the men are forced to work longer hours 
and the women and girls must neglect the home, in order 
to earn food. 
Immediately following these conditions the death 
rate and infant mortality have gone higher. "The infant 
mortality went up from ninety-five per thousand in 1886 
to one hundred and sixty-one per thousand in 1915. ::>till 
births and mis-carriages were found twice greater in the 
industrial districts of iokyo and Osaka than in the 
residential sections. The whole income of four hundred 
and forty thousand laborers in Osaka and Hyogo Province 
in 1919 was only sixty-one million, five hundred thousand 
dollars, one half of the net income of the forty-five 
firms mentioned auove."1 It does not need to be said 
that this unfair distribution of wealth does not contribute 
to good feeling and understanding between capital and 
labor. 
"The cotton and silk spinning mills employ the 
' greatest number of women. Every year about two hundred 
thousand dome from the country to work in these factories, 
a life utterly different from what they have ever lived. 
Out of this number about ~ighty thousand return to their 
homes, the same year; about fifteen thousand returning 
1 The Japan Evangelist. 
p. 330 
========================== ~ 
August - September, 1919. 
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because of illness OI various kinds. Tuberculosis 
claims about one fourth of this number. "l 
The Bureau of Commerce and Agriculture has given 
out some figures which reveal in a shocking maimer the 
housing conditions. Most of the factories have dorm-
itories in which the girls and women live. 
"How one bed was used in five hundred and thirty-
one factories," 2 
one girl (only) used one bed '73 
one girl (common) used one bed 144 
two girls (common) used one bed 284 
three girls (common~ used one bed 5 
four girls (common used one bed 3 
five girls (common) used one bed 2 
six - eight girls(common) used one bed 20 
--
531 
We have visited factories in whose dormitories, the 
day shift and the night shift used the same bed. As the 
girls worked from twelve to ~ourteen hours a shift, 
there was no chance to air the bed; nor did the girls 
care, they were too tired. These beds consist of one 
comforter or futon placed on the floor, and another 
comforter for a cover. The bedding is not washed 
oftener than once a year. There are very few factories 
in which they are earnestly trying to give the employ-
ees better living conditions. 
Is there need to call attention to the moral 
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five thousalld, six hundred and forty-seven prostitutes 
of Osaka city, one thousand and fourteen, or seventeen 
and D±ne tenths per cent. came directly from the factor-
ies."l In the factory itself the moral conditions is 
any thing but safe for the inexperienced country girl. 
Some factories do not permit the girls to leave the 
factory compound at all, others permit freedom holding 
practically no supervision over them. They are some-
times put in boarding houses which are run by brothel 
keepers, and soon they slip into that life, many times 
against their ovm will. The overseers and foreme.n seem 
to consider the girls as their legitimate prey, if they 
choose. The virtue of a woman is not a matter of con-
sideration to most of the men. 
Industrial development brings to social workers the 
slum problem. The slum conditions in these industrial 
centers of Japan, are horrible. No word is strong 
enough. "There are over one million poor people in 
Japanese cities and most of them are in a most miserable 
condition. About eighty; per cent. of the poor people 
in Tokyo live in a one room house • Eighty-four per cent. 
of these one room houses are less than six and one half 
llllB.te·c, (a floor space of abou~ one-hundred square feet.) 
In this space the family usually of at least four or five 
- -=-~-~---===-=========---==========~===== 
1 The Japan Evangelist. August - September,l919. p.329 
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children, cook, eat, sleep and live. The worst tene-
ments in Japan are the two mat or six by six foot room. ~ 
In Kobe I found nine people sleeping in a room six feet 
square. In Kobe the death rate in the slums is forty-
one per cent., the infant mortality is thirty per cent. 
Ninety per cent. of the criminals in Japan are from these 
poorest classes. If an epidemic attacks the city it is 
through the slums."1 
The rural problem is one of the ·component parts 
of the industrial situation i n Japan. The land owner-
ship is changing from small plots of an acre or less, 
into the hands of big farmers. The Japanese peasant 
life is rushing to the citi es, and lays claim to a 
great amount of consideration in the industrial activi-
ties. The factory representatives go out in the country 
districts and entice the bright-cheeked, country maiden, 
with the alluring pictures of city life and with bright 
reports of what they \till get in the factories. From 
the territory surrounding the Inland sea, groups of from 
ten to forty country girls, may be seen any day eagerly 
journeying to the city, only to meet the fate of thous-
and of others. 
This industrial situation in Japan does not present 
a very cheerful outlook. It is most fruitful in its 
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abundance of problems. it will be only a few years until 
J apan will be an indus t rial nation. Her natural r esour-
ces of water power, and minerals, and the easy shipping 
facilities and her lack of agricultural territory lead 
her to industry. As missionaries, we feel these in-
dustrial problems can be solved only as the Japanese 
Christian and Social Service leaders shoulder the burden. 
We can help guide in the pointing out of problems and 
counsel but the foreigner can not get to the depths of 
this situation. 
In discussing the social and religi ous situation 
we will group them together, because they are so closely 
involved each with the other. Especially are the social 
and moral conditions an outgrowth of or reaction to the 
religious life. We will keep our Japanese women and 
girls in mind as we go into the discussion of these 
institutions that are such great determiners in the lives 
of the Japanese. 
Modern literature, and popular writing presents 
the Japanese woman to Occidental peoples, as a tiny, 
shallow, airy-fairy, doll-like creature. vVhen she is 
seen on the stage or pictured in stories, all that we 
hear is "Oh, isn't she the cutest thing!" But after 
five years spent among these people, in their own land, 
my _ ea_cj~_io _ i s~v~r~=- di :ff..erenJ; ~ __ We ~E"ts_en_t t_heJ~_acing~o_f_ 
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the "geisha" or dancing girl always as a 'tiYJ>ical Japan-
ese women because she does not any more truly represent 
the Japanese woman than the "choros girl" does the 
American women. My attitude is one of deepest respect 
and trust in these women of the "Sunrise Kingdom." We 
know them not to be "airy-fairy dolls," but women With 
great hearts, women struggling to be borne into a position 
of respect and responsibility; and :potentially true sis-
ters of the Occident. 
The standing of man is entirely different than that 
of woman. He has a different code of morals. Society 
looks at him differently; his status in the home and 
society is unique. There is without question a double 
standard in Japan, one for men ana_ one for women. The 
man does not concern himself with the rights of women. 
In our estimation of the Japanese women we must 
take into account the utter lack of ideals such as we 
have. However, we are guests in a foreign country and 
have come to work with a foreign people, and as such we 
must conduct ourselves, using our own principles of right 
and wrong but taking into consideration their ovm stand-
ards. Elsw we will judge too harshly and will not be 
able to understand their viev~oint. 
To study the position of the women we will be 
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compelled more or less to study the Japanese people as 
a whole because the institutions which contribute so 
largely to her social and religious life are involved 
with the lives of the people as a whole. But our main 
interest and consideration will be the Japanese women. 
We can only give a very hasty survey of these forces. 
We wish to bear in mind the fact that their civilization 
for thousands of years has been growing on these found-
ations. 
Any one having been in Japan or having studied 
these people recognizes that there are some very decided 
forces which have influenced and ar e determining the 
ethics of the people, which constitute the foundations 
of their society. We desire to take these up, one by 
one, and find out whether they really contribute or not . 
to the ethics of the women. The first one to consider 
is Shintoism, their native religion. 
Shintoism, "kami no michi," in its literal mean-
ing is the "way of the gods." It is called a reli gion, 
but in reality and practice it can not be called truly 
a religion. "It is simply the name given to the myth-
ology and vague ancestor and nature worship which preced-
ed Buddhism in Japan. nl About the only tangible ·.:thing 
there seems to be is the presence of shrines everywhere , 
1 Uhamberlain, B.H. Things Japanese, p.414. 
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on the high places and choice locations in the city and 
country • There is no Shinto dogma, no code of morals 
nor is there any sacred scripture. An interesting ar-
gument is furnished us by modern native writers for this 
lack of a code of morals, guiding scriptures, etc. They 
say that the Japanese people are by nature et hical and 
moral, their humanity perfect. 
to ism. 
The. ancient poet Ni tomaro wrote : 
"Japan is not a land where man need pray, 
~or 'tis itself divine; 
Yet do I lift my voice in prayer.w 
We can easily see how they derive this from Shin-
The first emperor was descended from heaven and 
that divine line has been unbroken to the present sky. 
Their emperor being such a divine person, of course his 
subjects would have a natural bent toward perfection. All 
immorality, all evil, all degrading influences have come 
from the outside. The Chinese, the Westerners, must 
take the responsibility for all immoral conduct and 
conditions in Japan. 
Shintoism has savgd the people of Japan from be-
coming atheists because it does teach belief in gods, of 
which it is estimated the~e are at least eight million. 
These gods are humans, deified. For a hero to become 
deified, the one moral requirement is that he :·has been 
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loyal to his sovereign. He may have been a scoundrel, 
c~~el, even a murderer or a robber, yet if he has been 
loyal to the emperor he is a moral being fit to be an 
object of worship. Thus the three commands of Shinto-
ism: first, "Thou shalt honor the gods and love th~,­
country;" second, "thou shalt clearly understand the 
principles of heaven and the duty of man;" third, "thou 
shalt revere the emperor as the sovereign and obey the 
will of his court," may be summed up in the one word 
"patriotism." According to Japanese custom the most 
important personage is introduced last, the most important 
command is placed last, so on the third "revere and 
obey the emper6rn --- we find the summum bonum for the 
Japanese subject. This "patriotic" motive, an undying 
force, in the Japanese is an influence which the mission-
ary must recognize and study. 
Shintoism has contributed to morality because of 
its emphasis on purification. The chief office of the 
Shinto priest is to perform the rites of purification. 
They have carried this idea of cleanliness into all their 
lives for they are clean in person, home and city. Again, 
we must say clean according to their ideas, not necessar-
ily according to ours. 
We must keep in mind that the very early days of 
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Shintoism were very primitive days for the Japanese 
people; and we are told that in these ancient days women 
were highly respected. Going back through their history 
we find not a few women who have held very important 
positions. The central object of Shinto worship is the 
Sun Goddess. The Japanese girls love to tell of Jimmu 
Tenno, an empress, who long years ago led an expedition 
into Korea and won such a great victory. The next 
institution we ·are going to study we wi 11 find to be the 
real cause of woman's degradation in Japan; rather than 
Shintoism. This is Buddhism which relegated women to 
a position of inferiority and shame. 
Japan received Buddhism from China by way of 
Korea about 550 A.D. It was the northern form of Budd-
hi sm w1 th its "forest of supersti tiona." Its charms, 
prayer-mills, images and gay vestments made a profound 
impr ession on the impressionable Japanese. We would 
naturally expect a change in Buddhism when it reached 
Japan; it underwent expansion and development as well 
as a great evolution o~ doctrine. To the Buddhists of 
China and India, Japanese Buddhims appears as a "dread-
ful heresy." Aft er hundred of years, the Buddhists 
still found the people clinging to the "whole heritage 
of national customs and ideals as expressed in Shinto."1 
This-would-n~ver -do,=so-we=fin~the~ddhists_ literall~ 
1 Griffis, W. E. , Dux Christus, p.l23 
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swallowing up Shinto, in that they gave all the Shinto 
gods Buddhist names, and did the same with the Shinto 
festivals. So complete was this assimilation that today 
we rarely find a true Shinto shrine; rather there is a 
mixture of the two. One reason why Buddhism could do 
this was that she had become so pantheistic. "This 
impersonal pantheism resembles mystical animism."l The 
worshippers take an attitude toward nature which leads to 
idolatry and animal worship. 
In contrast to the lack of dogma and scripture as 
in Shinto, we find Buddhism very well supplied with 
both. It does offer a certain amount of opportunity 
for religious devotion. "The hope of immortality became 
real for the first time," and the people made acquaintance 
with gods who had mercy. The Goal of the Buddhist is 
Nirvana, a state of having lost one's own personality, 
and the fusing of one 1 s own individuality into that of 
Buddha. The Buddhist is deistic. All desires, all 
earthly aspirations were put away; one no longer thought 
of himself. How contrary to our way of thinkingi Budd-
hism is a religion of the masses of the people, and the 
leaders aim to keep their followers in ignorance. We 
heard recently of how an educated Buddhist priest speak-
ing to educated young men, gave them a very inspiring, 
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patriotic appeal; but in talking to the unlearned, his 
speech was simply a fatherly exhortation for them to 
repeat the name of Amida Buddha that they might enter 
paradise. For the educated we find Philosophical Budd-
hism, but for the unlearned masses we have simple, mean-
ingless rites and ceremonies, abounding in superstition. 
It is this Buddhism which has put women as the dust 
on the ground. It is a religion for men; woman is not 
considered worthy of Nirvana. Woman is by nature sin-
-ful, who never can hope to attain to anything approaching 
man. Man's greatest sin is less of a real sin than 
woman •s gmallest sin. Such has been the record of Budd-_ 
hism throughout its history in India, China, Korea, and 
Japan, in its attitude toward women. 
Confucianism and Buddhism made their appearance 
into Japan at the same time. The Japanese, true to 
type, appropriat ed Confucianism and placed it in a Japan-
ese mold, thus making it different from the original 
Chinese Confucianism. Where the Chinese placed higher 
emphasis on filial piety and put the state second, Japan 
just reversed the order; the state is first, the family 
second • This naturally would lead many times to war 
and strife, because the emperor must remain on the throne 
at any cost, was he not the divine line? Where China 
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Confucianism was admirable adapted to feudalism, then 
prevailing in Japan, and which did prevail until 1871 • 
But ConfUcianism brought into Japan the first formulated 
code of morals Japan had ever had. Some call them 
truisms rather than moral truths;- they are not personal; 
they have to do rather with political affairs. They 
are "of a very narrow scope, and consist in dry ceremon-
ial observances."l This movement lay dormant during 
the supremacy of Buddhism, but it burst forth with re-
newed vigor in the early part of the seventeenth century, 
when the five Canons on Confucian Ulassics were edited 
in Japan. ~his formed the basis of the Japanese boys' 
education until the establishment of the modern system 
of education in 1868. The five relations, the gist of the 
ethical code, were relations between father and son, 
ruler and ruled, husband and wife, elder and younger 
brothers and friends. The identity of the individual 
is to be found in the identity of Nirvana. Man's 
spirituality is due to the qualitative worth of his in-
ner self. This is not found in Bushido, the Spirit of 
Japan. To lose spirit is to lose inspiration, for 
apart from its evil as well as good is necessary exist-
ence. It kills choice preference. Existence itself 
is chief of all evils and salvation is gained through 
~~=======--------
1 Uhamberlain, B.H. ~hings Japanese. p. 100 
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self-annihilation and self-discipline. The Shinto gods 
were unable to give freedom to their worshipers. Man 
practically as well as logically degenerates into a mere 
sensual being. We .see no contribution to a building up 
of a moral structure other than that on state and filial 
loyalty. We find it was hostile to woman's advancement. 
It was unmanly for a husband to show any a£fection for 
his wi£e; he did not treat her with respect or any regard, 
as Confucianism takes no consideration of woman as an 
equal of man. The attitudes of Buddhism and Confucian-
ism are very much alike in this regard. She isn't even 
given the respect she had in ancient times. 
Bushido means, "the warrior's eay," which was 
the code of morals that prevailed in £eudal Japan, and 
whose influence is still felt, although waning in modern 
Japan. It was the moral code of Japanese chivalry, of 
the knight and of the gentleman. It was chiefly Con-
fucian in its constitution. .!!'rom Buddhism it received 
its fatalism, (Stoicism} from Shinto it received loyalty 
and patriotism. 
Although primarily for the men, it was the code 
of ethics for the women as well • In this institution 
there was a decided place for women. She was mistress 
of the home or castle while her lord was away fi ghting; 
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upon her rested great responsibilities. Besides keep-
ing up her household, which was very large in many cases, 
she was even called upon to protect her husband's prop-
erty against attacking enemies. The old "Samurai" 
history is full of such stories. Also while her master 
was away, some times -- six months and more at a time --
she had the responsibility of the health, education and 
culture of her children. Bushido made a class of men 
that is unique to Japan, and the same may be said of wo-
men. 
Bushido was born in and for the aristocracy. These 
Samurai or warriors of the emperor existed for the sake 
of the institution of Bushido. Immediately class lines 
were drawn, as there were different ranks in Bushido 
which maintained their separation. These classes in-
cluded only the military class; those below had no 
standing, had no place in this code of morals. Bushido 
closed its doors to the masses. Without any doubt, 
Bushido developed into the military class of Japan, which 
is fighting so hard for its existence today. 
Bushido emphasizes justice, courage, benevolence, 
politeness, honor and self-control. Orte of its most 
powerful principles was "giri" which comes very close to 
what we call "duty" or "the right." His whole and only 
--- --:::.--..=-::::=--~ --
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duty was loyalty to a cause. This is the categorical 
imperative of Bushid6. He must be true to his feudal 
lord, if it cost him his property, his family, his life. 
Thus this code of morals was put above humanity. It was 
mere obedience to abstract moral rules, to which he was 
virtually a slave. There was no opportunity for the 
' individual to assert what he thought to be right or 
wrong. Man's estimate of himself was a neglibible 
Quantity. In many instances, a man's good intentions, 
his wish to be loyal to the cause, led to evil practices. 
We can easily see the influance of Shinto in his highly 
developed sense of loyalty, or patriotism. Suicide was 
invested with romantic interest. A subject who commdtted 
"hara-kiri" (suicide} for the sake of his lord; or the 
wife who died when her husband had fallen in battle, was 
given praise rather than censure. It was a noble thing 
to do. Revenge was justified, even demanded. 
Hushido ignores the threefold nature of man; there 
is no room for the use of his emotions, he must control 
and hide his feelings. Today this is a marked charact-
eristic of the Japanese men and women • The overlords 
were their intellects, as far as any originality was 
concerned. Their wills were lost in that of their 
masters. This is true in the case of the women as well. 
=====- - - -- -- -----
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If we understand "duty," the recognition by self-
consciousness of ri ght and wrong, to be a guide for our 
action, then we see that Bushido in its very nature is 
really unethical. _It ignores individuality and denies 
universality in bushido. We can see no application of 
our definition of moral value, either for men or for 
women; because moral value is the realization of life 
as a whole under the control of good will. The will 
of the feudal master whether it be good or evil is the 
controlling force. 
~he Samurai may claim as Dr. ~itobe implies in his 
discussion of Hushido, that bushido . involves life as a 
whole. The following proverb which we hear so often 
places the proper emphasis upon his importance; and this 
feeling toward the ~amurai is everywhere noticeable, 
in Japan today. 
"As the cheitTry blossom is the flower of a l l 
f lower s, 
So the Samurai is the man of all men." 1 
The people who were eligible for Samuraihood were very 
few, because o1 the clas s disti nctions mentioned before. 
Bushido disregarded any responsibility toward humanity, 
as a whole, any responsibility for the general good. 
We said that women had a distinct place in 
Bushido, but we do not mean to imply that she had a 
==="~- ==--- -=-=--=--
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place of equality with men. Buddhistic and Confucian 
influence is too strong for that to be a fact. We have 
been wondering , since studying this subject, whether 
pure Bushido wou ld not have brought womanhood to a high-
er plane. We believe it would have, had it not been 
so influenced by these two reli gions. 
The state increases and the individual decreases, 
is the way the Bushido code of morals functions. Their 
moral values are purely instrumental, with no intrinsic 
worth to the individual unless it be found in death for 
his lord.1 s sake. The emperor typifies the state; he 
is the nation's self around which e·verything revolves 
and from which everything evolves. · Everythill.g per -
taining to the vassal's own life, the education of his 
children, their marriage, and all were carried on with 
this one goal in mind. If true moral values are meant 
to be a real dynamic in the life of the individual, and 
if this fact is a universal fact, we have failed to find 
either in Shinto, Buddhism, ConfUcianism or Bushido. 
Students of Oriental social and religious activities, 
realize almost immediately the lack of the humanitarian 
element, of the universal element, those elements which 
are an absolute necessity to world-mindi:tess •. 
As we view the life of the J~panese women in 
-- -- ·- -~ ----- .:==--- -~ ~- -==- -=- ~- --=-- --- -~-~~-=---::... ==-- =::-- -- ~-~~--::z:::-_·_ 
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practice, we must view it from the background we have 
tried to furnish ~hnough this very brief and inadequate 
study of the controlling forces in their lives. 
The first and greatest principle of conduct for 
our Japanese girl and woman is obedience. She is ex-
alted or condemned according to her unquestioned obed-
ience. Her condition or status is summed up in what 
are called the three obediences; obedience while yet 
unmarried, to her father; obedience when married, to her 
husband; obedience when widowed, to her son. The great-
est lady in rank, today may be the slave of her husband, 
his drudge. Her duty to her husband and his family is 
first of all to bear him children, and especially is 
she blessed if she has a son. She is the servant of 
her children, they seem to soon imitate their father in 
making demands of their mother, with no returns of grate-
fulness and loving respect. The daughters and sons 
stand in different relations in the family life. Many 
times the boys are arrogant little bullies in their 
attitude toward their sisters. The sisters, as do the 
mothers, think nothing of it; it has always been so and 
they suppose it always will be. In the household, we 
do not mean to say that the women and girls are ill-used . 
or abused; in many ways they are much more favored than 
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their Indian and Chinese sisters, but Japanese Bushido 
taught no gallantry toward women • 
A second principle of conduct is loyalty. There 
can be no one truer to her duty than a Japanese woman. 
Bushido taught her this. We wish we had time to give 
several instances of the -feudal ·loyalty of women; 1 t is 
performed at any cost. Filial duty, her obediences 
guide her whole life even to self-abnegation. It is 
not an unusual thing for a father to se il l h:J.s daughter 
into a life of shame, to furnish him money to meet a 
debt. The daughter goes wi l lingly, because of the hi gh 
idea of duty which she has. 
An i nstance which has come under my own observation 
was one in which a father had made all arrangements to 
have his daughter enter our ltlssion High School. School 
opened and she did not appear. One of the Japanese 
teachers inquired the reason, and the father _ said, "Oh, 
I have rented her out, her brother is in school and he 
had to have money for his school expenses." How un-
believable this is to our ears and yet such is the moral 
condition. In reality, isn't it an unmoral condition 
because there is no real sense of moral values there? 
A mother is loyal to her children to the end, 
although by law they are the children of her husband. 
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If her husband wishes to legally adopt the child of his 
concubine~ his legal __ -Wife is obliged to receive the child 
i nto the family as her uwn. Although this practice of 
concubinage is not legally approved, it is still in 
existence, among the wealthy. The divorce lawa all 
favor men at the sacrifice of the wife. 'rhe seven 
reasons for divorce are: disobedience to father-in-law 
or mother-in-law, barrenness, lewdness, jaalousy, leprosy, 
or any other foul disease, garrulousness and prattling 
and stealing. These reasons allow the man a divorce, 
but seldom is the wife allowed to make application for 
' divorce. 
These reasons for divorce bring up the question of 
fathers-in-law and mothers-jn-law. Happy is the bride 
whose husband's father and mother are not living. The 
wife longs for the time when she will be a mother-in-law, 
then she practices the same treatment on her daughter-in-
law from which she has suffered. One would naturally 
think she would do the opposite, but such is no t the case. 
Under the old legal codes, there were different 
categories for men and women; then the women we r e pract-
ically shut out from all legal rights~ However, such 
is not the case now. She is coming into recognition, 
although to say that a law is on the statute books does 
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not mean it is practiced. 
We can not wish to imply that all of Bushido is 
to be condemned, and is degrading to women. It is true 
there is a distinction about the Samurai women, that is 
lacking in the non~Samurai. There is greater dignity 
of manner, more self-control, and a higher sense of 
honor among these women. We notice it in our school 
girls. We can distinguish almost always those who are 
of a Samurai family. As far as my experience goes the 
girls are of a higher type intellectually and socially, 
so we do not want to say that Bushido is all wrong. 
When we see the picture of a Japanese lady she 
is always smiling. But does this indicate that she 
really is happy? We truly think the average, ordinary 
uneducated woman is, because her idea of happiness is 
very limited. As a rule, they seek happiness, but it is 
sometimes pitiful to see what constitutes happiness for 
them. We have watched the shop girls and have noticed 
when for a second their faces lost that stoical smile,-
their faces were discontented and Unhappy. Perhaps 
they didn't realize why they were unhappy, there was a 
hunger there wasn't being satisfied. The girl who has 
a chance to receive an education is broadening her con-
tent of happiness; and, even if her home is Unhappy she 
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can find pleasure in books. Very often this is the 
means of being happy with her husband, who no doubt has 
had many more chances for education than she, they have 
a little in common. 
Are these women truthful? Why should they be 
truthful? Has their training, have the conventions 
and the customs developed truth in them? No, we think 
not~ We do not think they are untruthful because they 
choose to be so, but the significance of the value of 
truth has not been realized by them. This is true of all, 
both men and women. We do not mean to infer that they 
are telling untruths all the time, but if convenience 
requires that they may employ them without hurting their 
consciences. Perso.nally, we have not found very many 
instances of untruthfulness. 
The women are beginning to take responsibility, 
although we believe they do not expect each other to do 
so. One Japanese girl said, "Japanese girls. are in-
sinceren therefore they would not expect to assume res-
ponsibility. In our Christian work it has been both a 
disappointment and an encouragement to see our leaders 
.and their attitude toward taking responsibility. Our 
motto is, "How can they ever learn to assume responsibil-
ity unless it is put upon them?n Here again the Samurai 
- ~-~ - ==- ===-=- --- = ,-_ --~ =--c --
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women stand out. The girls in their literary clubs and 
missionary societies are developing very rapidly, in 
assuming responsibility for these activities. 
and cooperation are unknown to most of them. 
'l'eam work 
The Japanese woman at first acquaintance appears 
very shy and modest. It is her innate courtesy no doubt 
which prevents her from intruding herself upon you. Truly 
there is a courtesy and politeness about these people 
that is perfectly charming. There is nothing too good 
for the guest, nothing they vnll not do for one. But 
these women who seem shy are extremely sociab.le, though 
it sometimes manifests itself in different ways than we 
expect. .t!'or instance, it is not necessary for a Japan-
ese girl to be talking and conversing every moment of the 
time for her to be sociable. At meals hardly a word is 
said, they think we Americans are very strange to talk 
so much while we are eating. The amount of ceremony 
and formality that has always attached itself to public 
life, has stifled to a certain extent this sociable 
tendency. And again the women do not appear in public 
like the men; the demure little wife stays at home and 
e ' takes care of the family, while her husband does the 
I 
social duties of. the family. We go to the home to become 
acquainted with the wife and mother; there she is natural. 
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Our Japanese sisters have no idea of what real 
friendship is. ~hey have not, due to the custom and 
teaching of ages, a natural association with the other 
sex. Their husbands are chosen for them, and sometimes 
are total strangers to them. Because of the lack of 
moral standards, boys and girls do not know how to treat 
each other. ihe boys in the household are not taught 
to respect the sisters; motherhood is not held sacred at 
all. All these things tend to make normal social in-
tercourse impossible. As forei~1ers we stand absolutely 
baffled in the face of this problem. We are trying to 
teach the girls the sacredness of their own bodies and 
for them to expect and demand respect. This social 
problem of our girls and boys is one of the biggest 
problems we have in our church work over there, the church 
1is facing it and are studying ways and means to bring 
about normal social relationships. 
Perhaps the best and quickest solution is by in-
•stilling into their minds and lives the idea of a Christ-
ian home. As a rule they do not have an appreciation 
of the sanctity of the home, of love and its effects. 
e How happy we are to see many Christian homes being 
established and we can see a decided change in these from 
the average non-Christian home. The Japanese home nis 
dying- for a litt"1e orto f love:-" =-o~~~ ~ - - -=-=- =-~--=-=- -
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But there is one element in the Japanese woman 
that is so satisfying and it seems to make up for many 
of the things she aacks; this is her aesthetic nature. 
It is hi ghly developed along many lines. A study of 
what seems to us a riot of colors in her choice of 
clothes really reveals a blending of unusual shades and 
tones. We did not appreciate their color combinations 
at first, but my artistic natur e has been developed by 
my five years in Japan. Flowers of the most exquisite 
tints and beauty are enjoyed by all. 'l'hey can make any 
plant or shrub grow. I sometimes think their love and 
skill with plant-life is uncanny. Nature is surely at 
its best in Japan, there is something unique about even 
. the rice-paddy field. 
I have watched the people at cherry-blossom time 
in amazement, not able to understand their raptures and 
appreciation of the cherry trees in full bloom. Not 
that they are ... not wonderful, but they seem to mean so very 
much to those people who do not have much in their lives. 
I have wondered if they do not feed their hungry souls 
on these marvels of nature, and if they do not find a 
satisfaction here that we Americans know nothing about, 
because we are surrounded with so many satisfying and 
contenting things. It reminds me of the simple, 
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spontaneous joy a little tenement youngster has in his 
first trip into tpe country, upon seeing the trees and 
grasses. It will feed his hungry little soul the next 
winter in the bare tenement home. 
This survey of the religious inheritance and tra-
ditions does not encourage us much in our work with the 
women of Japan. Yet we know that these religions are 
not meeting the needs of the people, and that the educat-
ed people are simply setting them aside. Yes, trying 
to rid themselves of the religious part, but bound hand 
and foot with the practices and customs which grow out 
of the religions. So intricately have these old relig-
ions wound themselves in and out of the social fabric, 
that an attempt to tear them away means wanton destruct-
ion. 
We find in the Japanese present generation many 
thinking that they need no religion. The rising tide 
of intelligence has made the old religions impossible 
and of no value, to many. This brings in a situation 
over which many are speculating as to the outcome. The 
allegiance of the Japanese must be directed to some 
spiritual center; what shall it be? Some think it 
vdll be an amalgamation of the old religions and the new. 
Such can never be because of the very nature of Christ-
- ianty; --- ~he fundanrent-als o-f -Christ' s- teacliing and those 
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of Buddhism are as different as day and night. It is 
not impossible but that Buddhism would be able to absorb 
Christianity as it has done with religions before. But 
certainly no real Christian c011ld countenance a proposal 
of any kind of compromise. 
The progress of Christianity has caused the other 
-- -
religions to arouse themselves. Our methods, our songs, 
and some of our doctrines have been put into practice by 
the Buddhists. They are even trying to robe Buddha in 
Love. Our mission work is not an easy undertaking, it 
will not come in a day. "The late Bishop Honda of the 
Japanese Methodist Church was asked what he thought of the 
great motto, "The Evangelization of the World in This 
Generation," he replied very modestly, "It is a good motto, 
a very good motto for this generation: and I think it will 
be a good motto for the next generation too. rrl 
Lest some may infer that Buddhism and Shintoism 
do not exist, we hasten to say that the masses are still , 
,under their superstitious control. There is just one 
answer to be made to this religious and social condition 
and that is, Japan needs Christ. The statesmen are be-
ginning to recognize that something is radically wrong • 
'\Vho shall answer this question which is becoming a grow-
,ing question in the minds of many Japanese. 
1 Studies in Japan Buddhism. Reischaner, p.?. 
• 
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The attitude of the Japanese government toward the 
Freedom of Religion is a very natural inquiry and it 
comes to us missionaries very frequently. When the new 
constitution was given to the Japanese people in 1889 
the principle of religious freedom was established. As 
far as their religious functions are concerned, the gov-
ernment makes no distinction whatever between Shinto and 
Buddhism and Christianity. "However, the state makes 
special provision for the Shinto and Buddhist denominations 
for the reason of their peculiar historical status and 
puts them under a special government supervision, while 
with Christianity the state contents itself with being 
a general overseer. lt 1 This overseeing amounts to no 
more than registering of the church, preacher, property 
and such matters. It is against the law for anyone to 
violate services, grounds, buildings or any necessary 
objects for worship. 
In our educational work, we are not hinde r ed. Al-
though in the required course of work there is no pro-
vision for religious instruction, we are not hindered 
from putting that Bible study period into our daily 
curriculum • This means having an extra period a day, 
but there are no objections. 
We have but call to mind the world.' s Sunday School 
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Convention held in 1920 to see the f reedom which we 
enjoy • Everything possible was done for the stranger 
within the gates of Japan at that time. The Imperial 
household gave twenty-five thousand dollars to the con-
vention. Indeed it was a proud day when Tokyo and all 
of Japan welcomed the guests from other lands. 
One of our Methodist men missionaries is granted 
passes on the railroad for the purpose of going from 
station to station and preaching to, and teaching the 
employees of the Imperial Government Railway. Of course 
this privilege is granted to the Buddhists and Shinto-
ists too, which goes to show there is no discrimination 
in that matter. 
The Japanese government is not afraj.d of Christ-
ianity, but it is afraid of anti-nationalism. If their 
Government is to remain militaristic well may they be 
afraid because militarism and Christianity are not co-
laborers. Christianity is universal, it inculcates an 
international world-brotherhood . which Japan needs. 
The friendship for America has almost become a 
tradition. The Japanese people do feel a sense of ob-
ligation to America since the days of Commodore Perry • 
One leading Japanese statesman has said, "Japan owes 
today her position among the five leading powers of the 
-wor-1 -, teco._c.Anreriea'<_!,_l --Ree·ent-±y~- heCPe= has-a~ise-:a- . 4-"tchi~n~== ---
1 The Worldis Need and our ,Reply, p.l23. RE?port of a 
National Conference of the lv1 .E.Church, Detro1"t, 
Michigan, 1921. 
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the minds of the Japanese, a suspicion as to our motives, 
because of certain treatment of the Japanese in our o~v.n 
country here. There is in America, too, a feeling of 
suspicion of distrust and dislike toward the Japanese. 
Personally, we thinlc the chief cause of it all is yellow 
newspaper propaganda. Anti-christian forces are at work 
in America as well as in the Orient. There is no danger 
of a rupture in the relations of the two nations and there 
should be no spirit in our Chri stian Church in America 
that would deny the Gospel to the Japanese, or would call 
them "the slant-eyed Huns of the Orient." Here is a test 
of the Christian faith of both peoples, but is it not 
more becoming for us to meet the Japanese more than half 
ways, because of our heritage? 
So far we have made no mention of the new woman, 
who is a decided and striking element in Japanese life 
of today. The last five or six years have brought into 
the foreground e. woman who has been brave enough to right-
about-face and defy the conventions and the customs which 
have held her down for centuries. Her numbers are so 
few as yet, but the wild-fire is spreading, and the empire 
is being stirred from center to circumference. Of course 
me.n talces as many a t titudes t 'oward this new movement as 
there are attitudes possible. He knows very well that 
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Japan will never be the same as before the war. Fact-
ories sprang up over night, women work side by side with 
the men in them. Business has opened its doors; post-
offices, telegraph offices, department stores are all 
employing women. Such has been given a peep at inde-
pendence and never will she return to that state of com-
plete dependence upon man. Yes, the pendulum is swing-
ing too far; freedom means license with its disastrous 
results, in many cases. But we cru1 only expect that this 
transition period will not be without its multitude of 
problems. Growth and progress entail suff ering. The 
Christian women are alive to the situation upon them, and 
although they have had little training for such, they are 
trying to direct the movement in the ri ght dir ection. 
~his again pictures the opportunity of our mission schools. 
The tremendous problem is how to fit the old into 
the new. 
purpose? 
Has their native religion functioned to this 
The plain fact is there is no fitting of the 
old into the new, there can be simply a guiding of the 
awakening potentiality. 
Moral force, just the element so much needed in 
this crisis, seems to be lacking. Without any question, 
it is the womanhood of Japan that is going to bring about 
a moral regeneration of the manhood. The men are coming 
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to see that the future of Japan's civilization is de-
pendent upon their women. They study other countries 
too cleverly not to see this: and they bow to it rather 
gracefully for Orientals. 
Again we say, there is one solution and one hope 
for these cross currents in Japanese life today, and that 
is Christian leadership. We have but to look into the 
Christian lives of Madame Yajima, of Michi Kawai, of 
Tomi Furuta and many like them, to make our courage 
spring high. We know for a truth that Christ can trans-
form the results of ages of Non-Christian institutions 
into personalities that will lift up their sisters into 
a place of respect, honor and of large usefulness. This 
Christian new woman is the hope of Japan. She vall bring 
about equal opportunities of education for the girls, 
she will free herself from indignities that the ages 
have thrust upon her • 
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• 
=r=--= 
• 
• 
This spirit of loyalty that is an integral part of 
the Japanese woman's character, needs to be turned toward 
the Great Ideal which Christ himself gave for womanhood. 
From a place as the dirt beneath the feet of men, she was 
lifted, by his Hands of Love, to a place of honor and 
respect. 
It is part of our duties as missionaries to teach 
our girls the sacredness of their bodies. One Japanese 
woman said to a missionary, "you American ladies have 
taught us to respect our bodies, and that they are sacred." 
Truly it is pitiful to find that the Japanese girls do 
not realize they have rights and privileges as woman. We 
like to take the girls into the homes of missionaries 
and their families that they may see a Christian home; 
how the mother is loved and respected; the mutual helpful 
relationship there between parents and children; and where 
the little girls are respected and loved as much as the 
boys. 
As women our task is very plain. There is just 
-====-----== ~-=--- ~- :--~ 
(76) 
• 
• 
one way to eliminate the degrading in£luences o£ Buddhism 
and that is to put Christ in the place of Buddha in the 
lives of the sixty-six million people of Japan. Our 
way o£ approach to this task is through education and 
that education must have a heart in it. Miss Tsuda, 
that peeress among women, says, "Nowhere except in 
Christianity can the awakened mind of the woman of Japan 
£ind the guidance YV"hich it needs in these days of far-
stretching, dazzlingly bright, new horizons."1 
And how can we provide these Christian foundations? 
Through r eligious leaders for how can the Japanese know 
except they be taught. The religious leaders, few 
though they be, have the courage to forge ahead. One 
Japanese leader said, "Christianity is a Japanese relig-
ion now, it has been naturalized and it is ours, too."2 
When once the vision grips them,they are persistent in 
their efforts and their hopes for Japan. These leaders 
recognize the part the women are ·to play in it, and are 
giving them recognition. The missionaries' work is not 
finished in Japan, we need a strengthening of forces all 
along the line. We need missionaries o£ culture, skill 
and spiritual-mindedness • 
Where do we need these leaders to operate? There 
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Women Workers of the Orient. 
The Kingdom and the Nations. 
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the ideas and forming ideals for Japan's boys and girls, 
the future men and women. Where a few years ago, the 
government schools did not open their doors to our mission 
school graduates, we can not now supply the demand. 
The ministry of the Japanese churches needs the 
finest type of minds and consecrated lives. The minister 
is gradually making for himself a place of influence in 
his community. ~here is a place for the person who is 
interested in Sunday-school work; it has a good start, 
but it needs great reinforcement and personalities that 
can organize and put the organization into action. 
A rather recent phase of work has been opened up 
in newspaper evangelism. The Christian pen can wield a 
mighty influence. It reaches the country places, the 
shut-ins and many who for various reasons can not attend 
services. 
How we do need workers for our boys and girls, -
this field of special work in the community is barely 
touched! Through the church and club work must come the 
sane, proper social associations between the sexes. 
Foundations must be built, upon which to erect our social 
structure • 
Native leadership in the form of the Christian 
home is a factor that is one of our greatest determining 
====,...--,=== -=---.-----~ 
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forces for the future of Christianity in J~pan. The 
Christian home, where God is feared, and a real home life 
is established, is a bit of fteaven that \till leaven the 
whole lump. Although we do need our graduates badly 
as Bible women, missionariesr helpers, and t eachers, yet 
we can not but be thankful to see them go into Uhristian 
homes of their own, where we know the influence of 
Christian character is measureless. 
A new day is upon Japan, she can never return to the 
old day. J apanese womanhood stands at the threshold 
. 
of a life she has never known before. Shall it be the 
voice of the past,- old customs, old habits, the conserv-
ative thought-currents of former generations, which shall 
vrleld their power; or shall the more alluring voice of 
the present and future, with its promise of fulfillment 
of those soul-hungerings, woo and win the Japanese woman-
hood of today? The realms of the physical and intellect-
ual are more easily adjusted than those of the spiritual 
and social. Because the latter is more deeply imbedded, 
the difference between the old and the new is very great; 
it means changing from the purely national to international 
thought and activities • 
It is this readjustment in the realm of the spirit, 
which pres ents the :. real problem to the leaders of relig-
ious -thought. - - - 'l'he dia-gno-sis of the - si tuati-en i-s di-:f-fi eul t -
?9 
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for these leaders, because they are too close to be able 
to get the proper perspective of the forces that underlie • 
Modern literature does not follow any one tendency unless 
it is the tendency for every writer to foU.low his own 
bent and say any thing in any way he chooses. Theire is 
+ 
no one strong force, compelling enough at this time to 
gather together and formulate the cross-currents of 
Japanese life. 
We believe the Japro1ese people have the potential 
power to solve in time this adjusting of the old t o the 
new. We believe the most of this adjusting must come 
through the channels of the activities of the women. 
As missionaries we must be patient and sympathetic in 
working with our Japanese friends, during this critical 
time. More important than ever is the development of 
our work in reli gious education; the putting of first 
things first, not bringing chaos and confusion by too 
much attention to details. ~he principles of practical 
Christian living are the fountain of life for vJhich new 
Japanese womanhood is thirsting • 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUGGESTIONS FOR A PROGRA).i OF RELIGIOUS 
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In this brief survey of the background that pro-
duces the Japanese girls ana_ women of today, we have 
tried to appreciate their situation and to hear their 
call. They may no longer be thought of as their sisters 
were of even a generati on ago, the sliding doors of t heir 
existence have been opened and never again can they be 
closed. It is through this very critical and signif-
icant transition period that they must be helped. Their 
O\iVn reli gions will be no help to them, therefore we 
firmly believe that a persistent and sincere program of 
reli g·ious educati c•n is the remedy that will help to 
carry them through this period of difficulty. 
Any reli gj on fails unless it develops the four-
fold nature of its followers, and makes possible the 
functioning of life in service. It fails unless it 
makes better homes, better schools, better conditions for 
its working people, uplifts its womanhood and inspires 
· in the nation the spirit of brotherhood. This implies 
not the self-centered life but the abundant life, which 
{82) 
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the Gospel of Jesus Christ teaches. We have seen that 
these institutions of the Orient are filled with service 
to gods rather than service to mankind, whi ch is the 
great difference between Non-christian and Christian 
countries. 
Is it not very plain that the place for our efforts 
as Missionaries in Japan is with the children and the 
students? It is through them that we can do the found-
ation work for the bringing in of the Kingdom of God in 
Japan. It is upon them as they grow from manhood and 
womroil1ood that the Christian leadership must rest. The 
great Christian motive must first be implanted in their 
lives before it can become the motivating power in the 
nation. 
The leader of religious education must always 
emphasize the constructive side; to destroy without 
replacing is a fatal error. Wanton attacks on the in-
stitutions of Japan will not break dovm prejudice, rather 
they vdll increase the task. If we will concentrate our 
efforts and present in a straight-forward and simple 
manner, the great Christian principles as a part of the 
. 
natural development of the student life in our schools, 
that student life of its ovn1 accord will be able to adjust 
itself to the complexes with which it is to be more and 
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We do not presume to be able to present a complete . 
and adequate program, embracing the whole of the Japanese 
life or the whole of our missionary activities. We are 
ready only to make suggestions for the educational phase 
of the work. We are too new, too close to these com-
plexes to construct a large program, rather we must make 
a very small beginning. We must feel our way and not be 
aggressive. This is not an easy thing to do when we see 
so much t o be done, when we hear so many calls from the 
hearts of these, our sisters of _the Sunrise Kingdom. 
In presenting this program we have before us the 
Methodist Girl's School in Nagasaki, Japan. A brief 
description of the local situation will make our problem 
clearer. The fir s t ye ar class is comprised of eighty 
little girls twelve and thirteen years of age. The s e 
have come to us from the government school of Primary 
grade. Only about two-thirds of this number will complete 
the five year's course and perhaps not mo r e than ei ght 
will go into the higher department. Out of this class 
of eighty girls there are perhaps ten who may have had 
any contact with Christianity. Several may be from 
Christian homes, some may have attended a street Sunday-
school or a Church Sunday-school. The record of this 
school has been that ninety-five per cent. of the graduates 
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of the five year's course have been Christian, and the 
graduates of the college have been one hundred per cent • 
Christian. The real test comes when the student leaves 
the atmosphere of the school whe r e everything has been 
helpful and goes out to live her OW11 life. It is for 
this testing time, this critical period of ad~justment 
that we want to prepare our girls. 
In the first place we will plan a definite Course 
of Bible Study, which shall be a part of the regular 
curriculum, and for which each girl is responsible. 
1ITDDLE SCHOOL -- Five year course. 
First Year 
First and second terms. 
A. Old Testament ••••• Introductory 
4 periods e. week 
Develop the idea of One God and that God 
of Love. 
A study of Old Testament characters. 
B. The use of pictures in these Old Testament 
stories. 1 period a week 
Third term 
A • New Testament ••••• Introductory 
4 periods a week 
Life of Christ based on the Gospels. 
B. PictuTes of the Life of 
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Second year 
First term 
A. Life of John the Baptist and the Li f e of 
Christ up to the first miracles. 
4 periods a week 
B. How we got our Bible. 1 period a week 
Second term 
A. Christ's miracles and teachings. 
4 periods a week 
B. How we got our Bible. 1 period a week 
Third term 
A. The close of His earthly life and the 
training of the disciples to carry on His work. 
4 periods a week 
B. How we got our Bible. 1 period a week 
Third Year 
First term 
A. Outline study of the Acts of the Apostles 
The Beginning of the Christian Church 
4 periods a week 
B. Art and the Use of Hymns in Reli gion 
1 period a week 
Second term 
A. An interpretative study of Acts 
4 periods a week 
B. Art and the Use of Hymns 
1 period a week 
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Third term 
A. Letters of Paul - introductory 
4 periods a week 
His journeys and teachings. 
B. Simple lectures on the place art and music 
have in the world's history. 
1 period a week 
Fourth Year 
First term 
A. Historical study of the Old Testament. 
3 periods a week 
B. Special attention to the questions of 
students and the personal problems. 
1 period a week 
c. Dramatization of Bible stories and the study 
of Hymns. 1 period a week 
Second term 
A. Historical study of the New Testament. 
4 periods a week 
Problems of adolescence. 
B. Dramatization and study of Hym1s. 
1 period a week 
Third term 
A. Prophets and Psalms - introductory 
4 periods a week 
B. How to tell the Bible stories and their 
use in Sunday-school work. 
1 period a week 
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Fifth Year 
First and second terms 
A. Epistles 
B. Sunday-school methods 
Third term 
4 periods a week 
1 period a week 
A. A summing up o£ the £our year's study 
with care£ul attention to personal problems 
to be met. 4 periods a week 
B. The building o£ simple worship programs. 
1 period a week 
Suggestions for Extra-curriculum Activities. 
A definitely planned outline of Bible readings for 
the daily Uhapel services. 
A school Vesper Worship service once a month on 
Sunday afternoon. This planned particularly £or the 
alumnae and the day students, who do not live in the 
dormitory. The pastors of the different Uhristian 
churches taking charge of the service. 
For vacation time a printed daily Bible selection, 
each student reading the same. The selections being on ' 
special subjects. 
The establishing o£ street Sunday-schools, carefUlly 
supervised, at which the older students may teach. 
Special meetings at which lectures on Philanthropic 
88 
• 
---- =.#- -
The regular activities of the Student Young Womans 
Association • 
Special evangelistic services, conducted by some 
consecrated leaeer who understands the students• problems. 
COLLEGE DEPARTnmNT ---- Three years. 
First Year 
First and second Semesters 
A. Pauline and General Epistles. 4 periods a week 
B. How we got our Bible, its historical significance. 
1 period a week 
The art of Story-telling and the work of the 
church. 
Second Year 
:B1irst semester. 
A. Old Testament Heroes, prior to the Prophets. 
4 periods a week 
B. The use of music in the local church and 
street Sunday-school. Building worship programs 
for devotional meetings. 1 period a week 
Second semester 
A. Poetical and lyrical literature of the Bible. 
.. The Bible as literature. 4 periods a week 
B. The real use of pictures. Selecting and mount-
ing of pictures. 1 period a week 
-~-
89 
90 
Third Year 
:B,irst semester 
• A. The Books of Prophecy and Psalms. 4 periods a week 
B. The ~ocial Teachings of Jesus. 
1 period a week 
Second semester 
A. The Words of Jesus in connection with the 
making of an outline study of His Life. 
3 periods a week 
B. lliscussion of the problems they will meet 
as they go out into the government and mission 
schools as teachers. 1 period a week. 
u. How to use music and art in church and 
community work. 1 period a week 
Suggestions for Extra-curriculum activities. 
Same as those for the Middle School. 
Give the college students supervision of Sunday-
schools and devotional meetings. 
If possible give the girls opportunities to do social 
service work in city or community activities • 
• 
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